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Gear (gîr) n.
1. a. A toothed machine 
part, such as a wheel or 
cylinder, that meshes with 
another toothed part to 
transmit motion or to 
change speed or direction.

About Scientists in School
Since 1989, Scientists in School has
nurtured the curiosity of children through
exciting, hands-on science, technology,
engineering, math (STEM), and environmental
classroom and community workshops. 
Our visiting STEM role models bring 
bins of equipment and inquiry-based 
activities that foster inquisitive minds 
and help young scientists develop their 
critical thinking skills and full potential 
throughout their formative Kindergarten
to Grade 8 years.

Our Mission is to ignite scientific curiosity 
in children so that they question
intelligently; learn through discovery; 
connect scientific knowledge to their world; 
are excited about science, technology, 
engineering and math; and have their 
interest in careers in those fields piqued.

Our Vision is for all children in Canada to 
be actively engaged in the seeing, doing 
and understanding of science. Our next 
generation deserves the opportunity 
to view science and technology as fun, 
relevant and something that every one of 
us – even the smallest – can participate in 
here and now. When children appreciate 
the world scientifically, it turns existence 
into both a marvel and an opportunity 
to make something of that marvel.
Ultimately this turns Canada into a 
nation where both marvel and opportunity
flourish, fueled by an appreciation of 
STEM.

Today they are scientists in school 
guided by visiting scientists and 
engineers. Tomorrow they are 
Canada’s leaders, innovators, 

and skilled workforce.

“Scientists in School is the most amazing way to bring science alive
in the classroom! The knowledgeable and friendly scientists provide great

opportunities for students to extend and deepen their understanding
of concepts that are being explored in the classroom.”

 
- Grade 4 Teacher, Lethbridge School District #51, 

after a Light Up Your Life workshop 



Within this report, we’re thrilled to show how your support has helped advance our impact. 
While not every child will pursue a career in STEM, it is vital to Canada’s prosperity that 
all children are provided the critical thinking and problem solving skills that are crucial to 
any path they take. When children are given that opportunity, that spark of confidence and 
passion for discovery, they have the potential to achieve whatever goals they set in life. 
There is nothing more exciting to us than knowing that the next greatest innovator could be 
somewhere in our midst.

Let’s continue to work together to put
a world of possibilities into motion.

Leadership Message 
It started with a simple idea: provide hands-on science enrichment opportunities to local children and youth. Since day one, we 
have worked to instill an excitement for science, technology, engineering, math (STEM) and the environment in the leaders and 
innovators of tomorrow. As we reflect on the highlights of the past year, and all that has led us to today, let’s look back on where 
we started and how far we’ve come. 

When Scientists in School began as a grassroots initiative in 1989, with a team of 10 scientists visiting just 40 classrooms in 
Ajax and Pickering, no one could have predicted that in our 29th year, we would have reached our 9 millionth young scientist 
impacted across Ontario and Alberta. We engage 36 per cent of Ontario elementary students with at least one half-day 
workshop annually and 7 per cent of young Albertans in our more recent service region.

This was no easy feat, and we couldn’t have succeeded without the support of corporate, community and government partners, 
donors, board members, and dedicated workshop presenters, nor without the collaboration of the 345 communities and 51 school 
boards that we work with. They are the cogs crucial to each other, creating a model that places student impact at the forefront, 
supported by continuous program innovation and improvement. Collectively, we engaged 703,000 students, brought STEM to 
life in 25,040 half-day classroom workshops, mentored and worked alongside 19,530 teachers, and delivered 1,460 community 
workshops over the 2017-2018 school year.

While these milestones are exciting, Scientists in School must continue to work hard to help prepare youth, and equip them with 
the global competency skills needed to thrive in the modern workforce. In the face of international challenges like climate change 
and food security, and competitive arenas like rapid technological advances, now more than ever we must prepare them for a
world that needs a scientifically-literate citizenry. We must equip youth in Canada to build a better tomorrow – their tomorrow.

  Cindy Adams                                 Greg Chownyk	      
  Executive Director                           Chair, Board of Directors
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Our Promises to You
• Scientists in School will continue to be 
recognized for innovation and excellence
by collaborating and partnering with 
others who share our values and our 
vision for STEM education, including our 
school board, business and education 
partners, our donors and our workshop
presenters.
 
• We will continuously strive to create 
and deliver more effective and innovative
programming, offering the highest
quality, curriculum-enriching, inquiry-
based classroom and community 
workshops that grow confidence and 
interest, and get children and their key 
influencers excited about the scientific
world around them.

• We will continue to prioritize strategies 
that address the impact of rising poverty 
levels on educational opportunities by 
working with and through others to close 
our current gap for equitable access to 
our program across our service areas 
by 2024, lighting more sparks for STEM 
and giving promising young people the 
opportunity to dream big and think about 
their future. 

• We will continue to prepare the next 
generation for the everchanging world 
and workforce by offering workshops 
grounded in safe scientific investigations
and concepts, 21st century skills and 
innovation. We will ensure the safety of 
our young scientists and our presenters 
and staff, and provide a collaborative 
working relationship with teachers, 
students, parents and guardians.
 
• We will play a distinctive role in 
strengthening STEM skills and pursuits 
amongst children in Canada.

“Our Kindergarten students were making predictions, asking questions
and testing out their theories all while using everyday materials. The bubble-

making investigation gave them a great workout and taught them about gears 
at the same time. Looking at the world through a scientific lens enhances
curiosity and problem solving. Thank you for inspiring our students to see 

themselves as scientists.” 

~ Kindergarten Teacher, District School Board of Niagara, 
after a Simply Marvellous Machines workshop



2018 Year in Review: Our Impact by the Numbers

345
communities 

across
Ontario and 

Alberta

84 
workshop

topics

400
classroom and

community STEM 
workshop 
presenters

62,600
parent

volunteers

2,060,000
face time hours of hands-on investigation

9,000,000
young scientists inspired

over 29 years

36% 
of all Ontario elementary 

students and

7%
of all Alberta elementary 
students engaged through 

hands-on STEM
workshops

703,000
children and youth inspired

through workshops

25,040
half-day classroom

workshops delivered

19,530
teachers collaborated as partners with 

visiting scientists in their classroom

2,778
schools full of 
eager young

scientists
Our Emphasis 
on Equity
STUDENTS IN LOW INCOME COMMUNITIES 
183,000 students impacted by STEM enrichment, 
a 12% increase in three years.

INDIGENOUS STUDENTS 
Over 9,000 Indigenous students engaged in workshops 
in Ontario and Alberta.

STUDENTS IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
58,000 students discovered STEM in 2,444 rural classrooms, 
a 30% increase in three years.
 
FRANCOPHONE STUDENTS
19,000 students received workshops conducted in French, a 30% increase in three years. 

Toronto, Durham,
York, Peterborough 

and the
Kawarthas, and 
Simcoe County

Guelph, Halton, 
Peel, Waterloo,
Wellington and 
the Bruce Huron 

Peninsula

Ottawa and the 
National Capital 

Region and 
Brockville/Eastern 

Ontario

Niagara Region,
Hamilton-Wentworth,

Brant, Haldimand,
and Norfolk

Counties

392,715

Lethbridge, 
Taber, 

Pincher Creek, 
Vulcan, Magrath

Young Scientists Reached in Each of Our Regions

26,65063,170 38,505166,570

62,600 volunteers x 2.5 hours per workshop =
155,000 parent volunteer hours! 

It is so important for parents/guardians 
to be actively involved in their child’s education. 
We couldn’t reach 703,000 young scientists 

each year without their in-class assistance.

Evaluating Impact Through Measurement
Our 2017-2018 post-workshop survey 

completed by 4,899 teachers across Ontario and Alberta 
(20% of classrooms visited) showed that: 

97% 
of teachers said Scientists in School was very to extremely 

effective in encouraging students to make discoveries 

93% 
of teachers said Scientists in School was very to extremely

effective in enhancing students’ understanding of scientific principles 

92% 
of teachers said Scientists in School was very to extremely

effective in enhancing students’ interest in STEM

92% 
of teachers said Scientists in School was very to extremely
effective in enhancing students’ attitudes towards STEM

91% 
of teachers said Scientists in School was very to extremely

effective in encouraging students to ask questions

15,390

Ontario Alberta
Calgary, Airdrie, 

Chestermere, 
De Winton, 
Cochrane

1,460
community workshops

delivered



Focus on Equity: Preparing Youth For Their Future
 
Equity and inclusion is paramount at Scientists in School. Our vision statement speaks to every child in Canada being actively 
engaged in the seeing, doing and understanding of science, regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status or performance 
in school. Experience and research show us that innovative education efforts are critically needed to close opportunity and 
achievement gaps between youth growing up in poverty and their more affluent peers.

Achieving equitable access to our program is at the forefront of our priorities. Our social enterprise model allows us to subsidize 
and keep the cost affordable for all of our 23,000 annual user-paid classroom workshops. To truly ensure equitable access, we 
need to more deeply support schools and communities for whom our subsidized workshop fee is a barrier. To that end, over 2,300 
workshops were complimentary in the 2017-2018 school year.

This was the first time that I had the opportunity to have Scientists in School in my classroom. 
It was always cost-prohibitive at my prior school. This year, at my new school where the subsidized cost is a barrier, each 

class was given two workshops at no cost. I found the program to be amazing! The materials were above anything I would 
be able to put together myself, the presenter had impressive classroom management skills, and was very adaptable to the 

school schedule. I can’t wait for the next scientist to come into my classroom!”

~ Grade 7-8 Teacher, Toronto District School Board, after a Systems at Work workshop

“

Adopt-a-School 
In 2015, we launched the Adopt-a-School program, which prioritizes multi-year support through complimentary workshops 
for every class in schools serving low-income communities. Evidence from our third-party longitudinal research shows that 
multiple years of Scientists in School workshops heighten STEM interest, confidence and understanding of the relevance of 
STEM.

In 2017-2018, 36,700 children in 68 schools participated in at least one fully complimentary Scientists in School classroom 
workshop. We would like to thank the following amazing partners who collaborated with us to make this possible:

Amgen Canada - Cameco Corporation  -  Hamilton Community Foundation - John and Deborah Harris Family Foundation
MilliporeSigma - Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) - Superior Glove Works Ltd.
Syngenta Canada Inc. - Systematix Inc. - TD Friends of the Environment Foundation - TELUS GTA Community Board

Toronto Pearson International Airport

Over the last three years, we have made a concerted effort through Adopt-a-School and workshop subsidization to increase 
our reach to children and youth in under-served communities, and are proud to have increased their participation by 17% 
during that time. In 2017-18, of the 703,000 young scientists who participated in our program across Ontario and Alberta, 
close to 200,000 (or one third) were in schools serving low-income communities.

“Scientists in School workshops are extremely beneficial to the 
inquiry-based learning model; they enhance students’ interest in the scientific 
process and encourage them to explore the possibilities of new discoveries. 

I believe that specialists in specific areas are better equipped with more 
knowledge and experience to teach; Scientists in School is setting the example. 

Thank you for bringing them to our classrooms!”
  

~ Grade 6 Teacher, Toronto Pearson International Airport adopted school,
Toronto District School Board, after an Air and Flight workshop 

Adopt-a-School Catalyst
Partner Profile: 
Toronto Pearson 

International Airport
Through their community investment 
program, the Propeller Project, Toronto 
Pearson International Airport is helping 
Scientists in School connect youth in 
communities around the airport to a world 
of discovery and gain the skills needed to 
be meaningfully employed at the airport
and beyond.

In March 2018, we launched this impact-
ful partnership at an interactive community
event that saw hundreds of families 
discovering the wonder of STEM through 
hands-on activities. Toronto Pearson’s 
investment is:

• Impacting more than 11,000 students 
annually through the airport’s multi-year 
adoption of 25 schools across Brampton, 
Mississauga and Etobicoke;

• Reaching more than 28,000 young 
scientists annually across the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA) who attend schools 
not involved in the ‘Adopt-a-School’ 
program, subsidizing approximately 
1,000 classroom workshops; and

• Funding a three-year research study 
that is measuring the impact of Scientists 
in School on students and teachers, with 
a special focus on long-term attitudinal 
and behavioural changes in students in 
nine GTA schools.



Sparking Innovation: From Classroom To Community Settings
For 29 years, our successful half-day classroom workshops have provided an innovative and unique addition to the education 
landscape by allowing students to become scientists, under the guidance of visiting STEM role models right in their own classroom. 
In 2014, we began to wonder: Why does our award-winning, proven model of STEM learning have to stop at the classroom? 
Why should it stay only within the school year? How can we multiply our impact through multiple and varied annual  experiences? 
Those questions were the impetus for the development of our community workshop stream. 

2017-2018 Achievements

Taking what is best about our classroom workshop program – hands-on discovery and engagement – and making it work in 
community settings was no easy task, but we did it! Summer camps, after-school programs, libraries, daycare centres, and more 
community settings are now being turned into STEM wonderlands where children get to explore and discover outside of the classroom 
and develop the global competency skills they need for the future. We often reach the same child multiple times through our 
community workshops, which strengthens STEM interest, confidence and understanding.  

In 2017-2018, we worked with local YMCAs, Boys and Girls Clubs, Big Brothers Big Sisters, libraries and more amazing community 
organizations. But it didn’t stop there. Our community workshop activities allowed us to reach even more budding scientists through 
multi-organizational, large-scale events such as Children’s Water Festivals, science and technology fairs, museum family days, 
Science Literacy Week, and Science Odyssey. 

Most certainly our work in the community aligns with our vision for young Canadians to ensure that they become actively engaged 
in the seeing, doing and understanding of science, not just in the classroom, but in every space. Our community presence also 
helps to showcase science literacy as important and relevant to Canadians of all ages, and to help all youth develop important 
skills for the 21st century workforce.

Scientists in School is a staple of our summer each year. The children absolutely love taking part in the
workshops and talk about it for days after. The presenters are always absolutely amazing...

so energetic, enthusiastic and patient. Can’t wait for our next workshop!”

- A Child Care provider in Oshawa, Ontario

30,800+ 
Young scientists

engaged

1,400+ 
Workshops
in a variety 
of settings

92
Communities

reached

“

Getting Families 
Excited About Science!

Parents, guardians and caregivers play an 
influential role in their child’s education. 
They have the potential to be a child’s 
strongest influencer. And while the vast 
majority of children will not grow up to 
be scientists, they will grow up in a world 
that requires scientific literacy, evidence-
based thinking, a problem-solving mind-
set, and critical thinking skills. That means 
that every parent should have the goal 
of raising a scientist, regardless of their 
child’s ultimate career path.

Our newly developed Family Science 
Nights provide the perfect backdrop for 
youth to explore and make discoveries 
alongside their parents and guardians. 
Active participation in our workshops 
ignites their interest and ability to foster 
STEM exploration at home. Enthusiasm 
is infectious, so when parents/guardians 
exhibit excitement for STEM themselves, 
they can inspire the same enthusiasm in 
children. When confidence is fostered 
and follow-up resources are provided, 
the spark lit continues to burn brightly. 
At our Family Science Nights, families 
explore together during an evening of 
interactive science or math workshops, 
and discover that science is fun and 
relevant for everyone!

In the 2017-2018 school year,

we delivered 91 Family Science Nights, 

engaging over 4,550 young scientists

and over 3,360 parents 

and guardians.

“Scientists in School came to visit us in a different format! 
I am used to them coming to my class to provide hands-on workshops 

that engage my young students. This time they came during the evening 
for a school community event. Wow, what a success! We had a large number 

of families all participating in activities that were at their level and of their interest. 
It was nice to see families making discoveries and learning new things together. 

Thank you so much for providing our school with such a wonderful 
community-building activity.”

 
~ A Teacher from the Ottawa Catholic School Board after a Family Science Night
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Here We Grow! 
Welcome to Calgary ...
In 2015, Scientists in School took a giant and important leap to reach more young scientists in Alberta. Under the guidance of a 
small but mighty team, we expanded our Alberta programming to Calgary, with 18 workshop topics for Kindergarten to Grade 6 
students. Our impact has only continued to soar since this exciting milestone. In 2017-2018, we delivered 950 classroom workshops 
across Calgary, reaching 25,650 young scientists - showing that when a seed of an idea is planted, great things grow with nurturing, 
time and collaboration between STEM experts and community members. 

The response from teachers, students and community members has been phenomenal and reaffirmed our longstanding belief: that 
all children in Canada should have access to Scientists in School experiences, and the opportunity to dream big, no matter where 
they live. Here’s the impact we have had across Calgary and Southern Alberta in 2017-2018:

And Newfoundland ...
With the support of Superior Glove, Scientists in School headed to Canada’s east coast, embarking on the first of ongoing outreach 
trips to Newfoundland. Our expert presenters delivered fun, half-day, hands-on STEM workshops like Adventures in the Bone 
Zone and Kitchen Chemistry for Curious Kids to elementary students and teachers in Botwood, Springdale and Point Leamington 
in September. Young scientists explored lifting teachers with levers, bending light, and building bridges. Eager students also built 
robotic arms, used microscopes to examine pond life and insect wings, identified animal coverings and discovered strategies for 
surviving winter.

Thank you to our visionary sponsor, Superior Glove, whose commitment to the communities where their employees live and work 
is truly admirable (Superior Glove has partnered with us for Adopt-a-School since 2015), and we could not be more thankful for 
their life-shaping vision of getting more kids excited about science, preparing them for their futures and equipping Canada with 
a talent pool for tomorrow’s jobs!

And the Northwest Territories! 
Our Alberta team had the fantastic opportunity to travel to Yellowknife in February 2018 to participate in the NWT Educators’ 
Conference. We presented two Professional Development sessions focusing on creativity, collaboration and inquiry, and provided 
ideas on how educators can can engage their young learners across all sciences. This exciting opportunity allowed us to reach an 
entirely new group of educators, furthering our national reach across Canada!

1,520
Half-day classroom 

workshops 
delivered

23
workshop

topics

39,300
Children and youth 

inspired through 
workshops

Serving 345 Communities 
in 2017-2018!

Binbrook
Blue Mountains - Bowmanville
Botwood - Bow Island - Bolton

Bracebridge - Bradford - Brampton
Brantford - Brantwood - Breslau

Brighton - Brocket - Brockville - Brooklin
Buckhorn - Burdett - Burford - Burlington

Buttonville - Caledon - Caledon East
Caledonia - Calgary - Cambridge - Carp
Campbellcroft - Campbellford - Cardston
Campbellville - Cannington - Castleton
Carleton Place - Champion - Chepstow 

Chatsworth - Chestermere
Chesterville - Claremont
Claresholm - Clarington

Coaldale

Acton - Addison
Airdrie - Ajax - Alliston

Alma - Almonte
Alton - Ancaster - Angus

Anton Mills - Apsley - Arthur
Aurora - Ayton - Baden

Baltimore - Barrie - Baysville
Beamsville - Beaverton
Beeton - Belfountain
Berwick - Bethany

Coalhurst
Cobourg - Cochrane

Colborne - Coldwater - Coleman
Collingwood - Concord - Cookstown
Courtice - Courtland - Cumberland

Cumberland Beach - Dashwood
Delhi - De Winton - Douro - Dummer

Downsview - Drayton - Drumbo - Dublin
Dundalk - Dundas - Dunnville

Durham - Dwight - East Garafraxa
Elgin - East Gwillimbury - East York

Egbert - Elmira - Elora - Embro
Enchant - Enniskillen - Ennismore

Erin - Espanola - Etobicoke
Everett - Exeter - Fergus

Fenelon Falls

Welland
Wellesley

Westport - Winona
Whitby - Woodlawn

Whitchurch-Stouffville
Woodbridge - Wyevale

Yellowknife
York

Fisherville
Fitzroy Harbour

Flesherton - Fonthill
Formosa - Fort Erie

Fort Macleod - Frankford
Freelton - Gananoque
Georgetown - Grafton

Glenwood - Greely
Gloucester

Goderich - Goodwood
Gores Landing - Granum - Greenbank

Greenwood - Grimsby - Guelph - Gwillimbury
Hagersville - Hamilton - Hammond - Hampton - Hanover

Harriston - Hastings - Havelock - Hays - Hepworth - Hillsdale
Holland Centre - Holland Landing - Holstein - Huntsville - Huttonville 

Ingleside - Innisfil - Iron Springs - Iroquois - Johnstown - Jordan - Kanata
Kars - Kawartha Lakes - Keene - Kemptville - Kenilworth - Keswick - Kettleby

Kincardine - King City - Kitchener - Kleinberg - Lakefield - Lanark - Lansdowne
Langton - Lefroy - Lethbridge - Limehouse - Lindsay - Linwood - Lion's Head - Listowel

Little Britain - Lombardy - Londesborough - London - Lucknow - Lyn - Lyndhurst - Magrath
Manotick - Maple - Markdale - Markham - Maryhill - Maxwell - Meaford - Metcalfe

Midhurst - Midland - Mildmay - Milk River - Millbrook - Millgrove - Milo - Milton - Minesing
Mississauga - Monarch - Montrose - Moonstone - Moorefield - Morrisburg - Mount Albert

Mount Forest - Mulmur - Nepean - New Hamburg - Newcastle - Newmarket - Niagara Falls
Niagara on the Lake - Nobleford - Nobleton - North Gower - North York - Norwood
Oakville - Ohsweken - Okotoks - Omemee - Orangeville - Orillia - Orléans - Orono

Oro-Medonte - Osgoode - Oshawa - Otonabee-South Monaghan - Ottawa - Owen Sound
Oxford Mills - Paisley - Palgrave - Paris - Penetanguishene - Perth - Pickering - Peterborough
Picture Butte - Pincher Creek - Point Leamington - Port Colborne - Port Dover - Port Elgin

Port Hope - Port Perry - Prescott - Prince Albert - Queensville  - Richmond - Ripley
Richmond Hill - Ridgeway - Rockland - Rockwood - Roseneath - Russell - Sandford

Scotland - Sauble Beach - Scarborough - Schomberg - Shanty Bay - Sharon
Shelburne - Smith Falls - Simcoe - Smithville - South Mountain - Southampton - St. Ann’s

Spencerville - Springdale - St. Catharines - St. Clements - St. George - St. Marys
St. Pauls Station - Stavely - Stayner - Stevensville - Stirling - Stittsville - Thornhill 

Stoney Creek - Stouffville - Sunderland - Sutton West - Taber - Tara - Toledo
Teeswater - Thornbury - Thorold - Tiny Township - Toronto

Tobermory - Tottenham - Trenton - Troy - Unionville - Utterson
Uxbridge - Vanier - Vaughan - Vauxhall - Victoria Harbour

Vineland - Virgil - Vulcan - Wainfleet - Walkerton
Warminster - Wasaga Beach - Waterdown

Waterford - Waterloo



Annyatam
Education: 
Electrical Engineering at University of Ontario Institute of Technology (UOIT)

Job: 
Currently works at Alithya Inc., an engineering consultancy firm, and is also working 
on a cyber security project on contract with Ontario Power Generation.

Favourite Scientists in School memories: 
Discovering the wonders of rocks and minerals in a Grade 4 workshop, which renewed 
his interest in science and inspired him to become an engineer!
 

“Scientists in School has done an excellent job in creating a generation of kids
who have become very conversant in, and aware of, science and technology.”

Laura
Education: 

Bachelor of Computing with a specialization in Software Design from Queen’s University; 
currently obtaining a Graduate Diploma in Nuclear Technology at the University of Ontario

Institute of Technology

Job: 
Engineer at Ontario Power Generation’s X-Lab

Favourite Scientists in School memories:
Building structures, learning all about bugs, and seeing the world up close through a microscope!

“Science was always one of my favourite classes, but being able to participate in 
Scientists in School workshops made me see that science could be fun. Looking forward to 

the workshops every year kept me excited and helped lead me to where I am today.”

In 2018, we reached a significant milestone: engaging our nine millionth young scientist through our STEM workshops. Over the last 29 years, we’ve worked with hundreds of thousands of incredible and promising youth, many who chose a career 
path in STEM, in part thanks to the impact that Scientists in School had on their childhood. Here are some of their amazing stories: 

Alumni Spotlight

Julia
Education: 
Environmental Engineering at Carleton University

Favourite Scientists in School memories: 
Exploring water movement and discovering the science of renewable energy sources like 
wind turbines!
 

“It’s very important to engage children in science because they will grow up 
to be the next generation. [They] will need to be innovative and make 
discoveries in modern medicine, climate change and other fields. Without 
developing this passion early on, children may not be inspired to research and learn.”

Matthew
Education: 

Biological Studies at University of Guelph

Favourite Scientists in School memories:
The exploration of the musculoskeletal system and the hands-on bone and joint models.

“If Scientists in School can make just one kid think, 
‘This is really awesome, I’m going to give it a try,’ 

then they have certainly made an impact in my books.”



Suzanne 

Career Highlights: Head research scientist at a lab in Boston, Massachusetts

Education: Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry-Nutrition with Honors, a Master of Science 
in Plant Science and a PhD from McGill’s Institute of Parasitology

Workshops: Le corps humain (Body Works), Qu’est-ce que la matière? (What In the World 
is Matter?), and Roches et fossiles : faites d’une pierre deux coups! (Don’t Take Rocks for Granite)

Region: Eastern Ontario

Q: What is something you wish you knew about STEM when you were a kid?  
A: As a kid I was fascinated with discovery, whether it was what archeological discoveries revealed about 
the mysteries of ancient civilizations or what Jacques Cousteau and his team discovered about the mysteries 
of the ocean. I wish I had more opportunities to learn about discoveries and the scientific process in STEM 
topics we studied at school. It may have helped me understand those discoveries more as a child.

Susan
Career Highlights: Senior Component Engineer at Pratt & Whitney Canada

Education: Bachelor of Applied Science with honours from the University of Toronto, 
with a focus on mechanical engineering

Scientists in School Workshops: Systems at Work, Movin’ and Groovin’, and 
Obey Newton: It’s the Law!

Region: West Central Ontario

Q: How are others impacted by the work done by mechanical engineers?  
A: Mechanical Engineering helps the world! Whether it is your heating and air conditioning system

at home, how a building responds to an earthquake, what makes your car work, or launches a rocket 
ship to Mars, odds are a mechanical engineer has been involved in the design and problem-solving

at some point along the way.

Shital 
Career Highlights: Research Assistant in Plant Sciences at the University of Manitoba;
Research Technician at a plant tissues culture lab

Education: Bachelor of Science in Microbiology and a 
Master of Science in Biotechnology from North Maharashtra University

Scientists in School Workshops: I Can Be a Scientist, Looking at Liquids, 
and Soil: It’s Too Important to be Treated Like Dirt!

Region: West Central Ontario

Q: Why did you become a Scientists in School presenter?  
A: After contributing to various STEM fields for many years, a thought always crossed my mind:
How can I pass this knowledge on to the next generation? [Being a Scientists in School presenter] 
happened to be the right opportunity for me and I couldn’t be happier. I am fulfilling my dreams 
and encouraging the next generation to choose science!

Presenter Spotlight

Mark
Career Highlights: Research Scientist in Insect Pathology at the Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 

Research Centre in Lethbridge; Research Entomologist for the Fiji Ministry of Health in Suva, 
Fiji studying the biological control of vector mosquito populations; Research Scientist at 

Cornell University’s Boyce Thompson Institute studying insect pathogenic fungi

Education: Bachelor of Science from Concordia University; Master of Science from the 
University of Ottawa, and a PhD in Entomology from the University of Alberta

Scientists in School Workshops: Never Say Ugh to a Bug and Life’s Like That 

Region: Southern Alberta

Q: What inspired you to become a Scientists in School presenter?  
A: “Scientists in School presented a unique opportunity for me to inspire youngsters to discover what 

science is all about and to have them consider a career in STEM.”

Approximately 400 workshop presenters are at the front-line of Scientists in School igniting curiosity in high-quality, hands-on STEM workshops to Canadian youth annually. Our presenters are equipped with post-secondary educations in science, engineering, biology, chemistry, 
geology and more, and almost all have career experience in those fields. They impact 703,000 young scientists in over 25,000 Ontario and Alberta classroom and community settings each year. Meet a few of our presenters, who are helping to shape the future! 



To the Board of Directors of Scientists in School, 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Scientists in School, which comprise the balance sheet as at August 31, 
2018, the statement of earnings and accumulated surplus, changes in net assets and cash flow for the year then ended and a summary 
of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements: Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these 
financial statements in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal controls 
as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement 
whether due to fraud or error.
 
Auditor’s Responsibility: Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conduct 
our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we comply with ethical 
requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from 
material misstatement.
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. The 
procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial 
statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the 
entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. We believe that the audit evidence 
we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion. 

Opinion: In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects the financial position of Scientists in School as 
at August 31, 2018 and the results of its operations and cash flow for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian accounting 
standards for not-for-profit organizations.

						                 Approved by the Board of Directors:

Dawn Flett & Associates							     
Chartered Professional Accountant
January 14, 2019  |  Ajax, Ontario			             Greg Chownyk, Chair              Michael Wosnick, Vice Chair & Treasurer

Summarized Financial Statements - For the year ended August 31, 2018

Revenue
(3 year average) 

Classroom Workshop 
Fees: 80%

Donations: 16%

Government Grants: 4%

Interest and Other Income: <1%

Expenditures
(3 year average) 

Classroom Workshops: 54%

Program Development,
Quality Assurance, Training, 
and Science Outreach: 31%

Administration
and Fundraising: 15% For a copy of Scientists in School’s audited financial statements, visit www.scientistsinschool.ca

Summarized Statement of Financial Position Summarized Statement of Operations

Revenue 2018 2017

Classroom Workshops $4,606,527 $4,538,500

Donations 960,898 873,134

Government Grants 227,410 293,723

Other Income 19,844 14,314

Interest Income 2,353 2,300

Total Revenue $5,817,032 $5,721,971

Expenditures 2018 2017

Direct Classroom
Workshop Costs $3,123,089 $3,034,751

Program Development,
Implementation, Quality 
Assurance and Science 
Outreach

1,757,831 1,812,199

Administration
and Fundraising 867,664 843,824

Total Expenses $5,748,584 $5,690,774

Net Revenue 
over Expenses $68,448 $31,197

Assets - Current 2018 2017

Cash and
Short Term Investments $691,969 $439,133

Accounts Receivable 177,565 183,456

GST/HST Rebate
Receivable 93,649 101,588

Prepaid Expenses 38,370 34,191

Workshop Supplies 118,976 123,785

1,120,529 882,153

Capital Assets 132,613 156,969

Total $1,253,142 $1,039,122

Liabilities - Current 2018 2017

Accounts Payable
and Accrued Charges $122,369 $123,543

Deferred Revenue 431,842 285,929

Deferred Donations 11,561 10,728

$565,772 $420,200

Net Assets 2018 2017

Investment in 
Capital Assets $130,446 $154,140

Internally Restricted 
Reserve for Contingencies 440,412 375,913

Internally Restricted 
Reserve for Strategic 
Investments

116,512 88,869

Accumulated Surplus $687,370 $618,922

Total Liabilities
and Net Assets $1,253,142 $1,039,122



 

Working Together to Propel Scientists in School Forward

Discovery Level
Ajax Community Fund at 
Durham Community Foundation* 
AtlasCare 
Bruce Power 
Cameco* 
Hamilton Community Foundation* 
MilliporeSigma* 
Ottawa Community Foundation*
Syngenta Canada Inc.* 
Systematix Inc.* 
The McLean Foundation* 
Waste Management

Exploration Level
Consulting Engineers of Ontario* 
Guelph Community Foundation 
Huronia Community Foundation*
Isherwood Associates
Lee Valley Tools*
Meridian Credit Union (St. Catharines)
Meridian Credit Union (Stoney Creek)
Ontario Teachers Insurance Plan 
Rotary Club of Lethbridge Sunrise*
Siemens Milltronics Process Instruments* 
The Source* 
Veridian Connections* 
Whitby Mayor’s Community 
Development Fund* 
Youngs Insurance Brokers Inc.

* Multi-year donor

*

*

*

*

*

*

Corporate, Community, Foundation and Government Donors
At Scientists in School, we actively cultivate and foster key partnerships and relationships 
with stakeholders who share our mission, vision and values, ensuring that they are 
mutually beneficial and built on trust. It is because of their support that Scientists 
in School has grown and flourished, and for that we are truly thankful.

*

*

* *

Innovation Level

Catalyst Level

Imagination Level

*

School Boards Participating in Alberta
Calgary Board of Education 

Calgary Catholic District School Board 
Holy Spirit RCS Regional Division No. 4  

 Horizon School Division No. 67  
 Lethbridge School District No. 51  

 Livingstone Range School Division No. 68  
 Palliser Regional Schools  

 Westwind School Division  

School Boards Participating in Ontario
Avon-Maitland District School Board  

 Bluewater District School Board  
 Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District School Board  

 Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board
Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario  

Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est  
 Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario  

  District School Board of Niagara  
 Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board  

Durham Catholic District School Board  
Durham District School Board  

 Grand Erie District School Board  
Halton Catholic District School Board  

Halton District School Board  
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board  

Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board  
Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board  
Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board  

Niagara Catholic District School Board  
Ottawa-Carleton Catholic District School Board  

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board  
 Peel District School Board  

Peterborough VNC Catholic District School Board  
Simcoe County District School Board  

Toronto Catholic District School Board  
Toronto District School Board  

Upper Canada District School Board  
Upper Grand District School Board  

 Waterloo Catholic District School Board  
Waterloo Region District School Board  

Wellington Catholic District School Board  
York Catholic District School Board  
York Region District School Board



Individual Donors

Innovation Level: $250+

Cindy Adams 
Daniel Adirim 
Mikhel Adirim Kashin
Richard Barber 
Greg Chownyk 
Aaron Currie 
Hester Fuchs 
Mark Goettel 
Cheryl Johnston 
Steve Klaamas
Justin Lui
Adele Malo 
Tracy McFerrin 
Sandra McKenzie 
Peter Moon
David Munro 
Jean Murray
Marc Nantel 
Tony Redpath 
Karen Roberts
Amy Schindler 
Alison Simpson 
Marilyn Spink 
Stephen Strauss 
Jim S.C. Tom 
Henny Vanek
Lisa Watson 
Susan Weedon
Michael Wosnick 
Anonymous

Friends of Scientists
in School: $50+

Jillian Abrams 
Mark Adams
Jeremy Adirim
Patricia Ann Verner 
Mary Anne Mills 
Jennifer Anstiss
Jennifer Armstrong 
Sharon Baker 
Peter Balan

Jane Beakbane 
Justin Bender
Theresa Bernhardt 
Corey Besso 
Cindy Bhangari
Ronna Birnboim
Sonia Bortolin 
Michelle Boue 
Carol Bowes 
Jaymie Brown
Karen Bucci 
Donna Bueckert 
Caitlin Buyting 
Kathleen Campbell 
Janice Carson 
Ann Chan 
Roxanne Chemych
Su Cheong 
Laurence Chin
Denise Chong 
Joanna Christensen 
Regina Chua-Alamag 
Danielle Claerhout
Cara Clairman 
Paula Cudmore 
Michele Curtis 
Patrick Darby
Gale Davy 
Kim and Greg Deighton 
Clive and Sepelene Deonarine
Anna Desantis
Anita DeVille-Lee 
Joanna Dickman-Wilkes
Charlene Dixon 
Alyson Driedger
Judy Duncan 
Beata Durukan 
Julie Easton
Lisa Edwards
Gretchen Evans
Peter Farrell
Karen Fawns
Robert Field
Deborah Flawn 
Peter Formica

Roland Formica
Daniel Formica
Barbara Francis

Beverley Freedman 
Aaron Freeman
Don Galbraith 

Becky Greenhouse
Garry and MaryAnn Griffin 
Andrew and Diana Harvey

Linda Hay 
Raymond Hersh
John Howard

Nicole Jacobs 
Barbara Jones

Alfredo Jr Natal 
Melinda Kecskes 
Terri Keggenhoff

Pat Kelley
Christina Kim 
Doris Koomen
Talena Kraus 

Eleanor Laugier 
Emily Lawford 
Kristen LeGrow 

Ed Lohrenz
Peter Lynch 

Kemeli MacIntosh 
Tony Marcantonio

Josie Mariani
Jim Markovski 
Denise McDonald
Renee McGarvey

Claudia McGrath 
Nancy McPherson 

Joanne McQuhae
Jackie Meharg

Leonilde Mendes
Susan Michez 
Angela Mok 

Nancy Morrow 
June Mulroy

Jason Murray
Shawn Murray

Dorothy Nemeth
Karin Neubrand 

Ali Nevin Lam
David Newton

Linh Ngo
Nina Nielsen 

Erica Nielsen Killins 
Cathy Nix 

Andrew Nych 
Jeannine O’Brien
Carolyn Parker 

Rekha Patel
Jalpa Patel 

Jacalynn Pengilly 
Robert Pennington 

Bruce and Cindy Perrin
Malcolm Perkins

Lori Pett 
Lisa Phillips-Smith 

Susan Pigden 
Kerri Porter

Tina Porter 
Suzanne Prescott 

Steven Price 
Anne Purvis 

Crystal Rank 
Craig Rankine

Barbara Reed 
Deanna Richards 

Trudy Rising 
Catherine Robinson

Joanna Rolfe 
Robert Rollings

Doris Rosenstock
Baljit Salh

Joanne Sauret 
Cheryle Schindler

Neil Senior
Krupa Shah 
Kim Shannon

Allie Shaw
Stina Silegren

Sue Silversides
Ravi Sivapalan

Tony Smith
Elizabeth Smith 

Bernice Soles
June Spencer 

Wendy Stack 
Erik Sultmanis

E. System
Agatha Taylor

Stanley Taylor 
Gabriele Telfer

Sharon Terry 
Nina Thomsen

Dale Thorington
Celeste Tincombe 

Ardith Toogood 
Laura Tripp 
Chris Vasquez
Abe Wagner

Paul and Lynda Weese
Robert Weese

Karen Wesener 
Joanna West 

Christina Whittmire 
Marilyn Wilson 

Jenny Winter
Steven Woods
Kevin Worsley
Susan Wright

Elsie Wright 
Karla Yakobi 

Rachel Yanchyshyn 
Tom Yuyitung

 = 
Past and Present 

Staff/Board Member
     

 = 
Workshop Presenter

Thank you to all of our 2017-2018 donors. We may only list donors of $50 or more, but we appreciate all contributions. 
Together, we are investing in tomorrow’s leaders and innovators.

Board of Directors

Alison Simpson
Vice President of Strategic 
Planning & Commercial 

Operations at 
AstraZeneca Canada

Stephen Strauss
Science Writer
and Columnist

Jim S.C. Tom
Strategic Technology 

Consultant

Richard Barber
Senior Vice President, 
Sales & Marketing,

Computershare

Cara Clairman
President & CEO, 

Plug’n Drive

Cyril Dimitris
Vice President, 

Sales and Marketing,
Toyota Canada

Sharon Baker 
Executive Lead, 

Enterprise Projects, 
OTN.ca

Jim Markovski
Superintendent of 

Education, Durham
District School Board

Tracy McFerrin
Consultant/
Philanthropy 

Strategic Advisor

Sandra McKenzie
Senior HR Business Partner, 

Human Resources, 
York Region

David Munro
Director, Print Services, 

Compugen Inc.

Dan Adirim
CEO & Founder, 

Groundswell Energy

Greg Chownyk 
(Chair)

Vice President, Canada 
Sales & Origination, 

Shell Energy North America

Michael Wosnick
(Vice Chair & Treasurer)

VP Research of 
Canadian Cancer Society

(Retired)



HEAD OFFICE
975 Dillingham Road, Unit 2 
Pickering, Ontario  L1W 1Z7

905-837-9626/1-866-678-3434
F: 905-837-8495

inquiries@scientistsinschool.ca

EAST CENTRAL ONTARIO
975 Dillingham Road, Unit 2 
Pickering, Ontario  L1W 1Z7

905-837-9626/1-866-678-3434   
F: 905-837-8495

eco@scientistsinschool.ca

OTTAWA  AND THE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
P.O. Box 51005, Des Epinettes

Ottawa, Ontario K1E 3E0
613-834-9120

F: 1-866-316-8172
ottawa@scientistsinschool.ca/ 
ottawa@scientifiquesalecole.ca

SOUTHERN ALBERTA
47 Rutgers Road West

Lethbridge, Alberta T1K 5Y4
403-394-9804/1-844-794-9804

F: 403-394-9997
calgary@scientistsinschool.ca

lethbridge@scientistsinschool.ca

SOUTH CENTRAL ONTARIO
P.O. Box 660

Fonthill, Ontario
L0S 1E0

905-892-9146
sco@scientistsinschool.ca

WEST CENTRAL ONTARIO
31B Queen Street

Morriston, Ontario N0B 2C0
519-763-3950/1-855-900-3950

F: 519-763-4905
wco@scientistsinschool.ca

Scientists in School is a registered Canadian charity (867139537RR0001). www.scientistsinschool.ca | www.scientifiquesalecole.ca


