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Inspiring Canada’s Next Generation of Scientists
A Message from our Board Chair

As you scan the front and back covers of this report, you can see where we’ve been – 
and how far we’ve come since before COVID, when we only served Southern Ontario and
Southern Alberta. The community names reveal the extraordinary reach of our English 
and French classroom, community, and Family Science programming, spanning rural,
urban, northern, and southern regions across Canada. Each name tells a story of discovery
and symbolizes one of our proudest achievements: inspiring youth from coast to coast to
coast to see that science is all around them – both inside and outside of the classroom.

The past two years have marked defining moments for Scientists in School: celebrating
35 years as a youth STEM enrichment charity and welcoming our 11 millionth young
learner into the joy of discovery. Together, these milestones reflect our growing impact
and our steady progress toward a bold vision: that all youth in Canada will benefit from
richly investigative Scientists in School workshops every year of their formative
elementary education journey. In turn, this helps prepare them as critical thinkers and
problem-solvers, as they become Canada's next generation of skilled STEM workers.

In this 2023–2025 Biennial Report, we look back with pride and forward with purpose.
You’ll see how we are deepening inclusivity in STEM, innovating and refining our
programming, and achieving measurable outcomes for youth interest and confidence in
science. With the support of donors and partners, we're continuing to grow sustainably,
ensuring that children in every corner of Canada—whether rural, 
urban, northern, or southern—can see themselves 
as scientists, engineers, and change-makers.

As we celebrate these accomplishments and continue 
striving toward a future defined by curiosity and 
innovation, I invite you to explore the powerful difference 
that we are making together— one young scientist, 
one workshop, one community at a time.

Onward with excitement,

Jim S.C. Tom
Chair of the Board of Directors
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Scientists in School’s 35 Years of Impact
A Message from our Executive Director

In 2024, I had a moment that perfectly captured the heart of what Scientists in School is all about. 
While running an errand at the bank, I was surprised by a heartfelt encounter with the branch manager of
customer experience. Noticing the Scientists in School letterhead in my hand, her face lit up—and soon,
we were sharing an incredible story.

As a young girl, she participated in many of our workshops at her elementary school. Not only did she vividly
remember them, but she recounted the investigations in our Hooo’s in the Owl Pellet? workshop and shared
how it shaped her future pathway in biology, studying anatomy through her master’s program. This later led
to a career in the field before moving into business. She still treasures that memory today, even keeping a
small box of workshop materials as a reminder of the joy and curiosity science sparked in her.

Stories like hers bring to life the profound impact of our work. Over the past 35 years, Scientists in School has
inspired more than 11 million young scientists across Canada through three programming streams: classroom,
community, and Family Science workshops. Our presenters help children and youth ages 4–14 see that science
is everywhere—at school, in their communities, and, importantly, in their everyday lives and future career paths.

Our youth STEM outcomes are to:
1.   Inspire inquiry, critical thinking, and creativity, helping children see themselves as capable problem-

        solvers and encouraging them to pursue high school and post-secondary STEM courses, as well as STEM
        career pathways.

2.   Increase STEM confidence, interest, and understanding of its relevance, particularly for girls and under-
        represented groups.

3.   Build teacher capacity by delivering hands-on workshops where our presenters model inquiry-based
        learning. Students become the scientists and engineers, while teachers receive real-time mentorship 
        in their own classrooms. Post-workshop resources are provided to support continued learning and
        integration into future lessons.

The past two years have been a time of tremendous growth and innovation. Our online workshop model has
been a breakthrough for our national scaling—shipping hands-on materials across the country to support
engaging, investigative learning in both English and French. This has allowed us to reach classrooms and
communities in every province and territory, adapting to diverse curricula and ensuring inclusive access for
youth everywhere, from urban neighbourhoods to northern, rural, and remote communities. Through it all, our
focus has held true: we create moments of discovery through high-quality STEM enrichment and inspiring
scientist presenters that help children become scientists in school.

That day at the bank reminded me that our workshops don’t just teach science—they bring science to life as
they build confidence, curiosity, and a lifelong connection to discovery. Each moment of wonder can ripple
outward, shaping futures in ways we might imagine but never discover. As we celebrate 35 years of impact
and look to the future, we remain deeply committed to empowering the next generation to see themselves
as scientists—today, tomorrow, and always.

With gratitude,

Cindy Adams
Executive Director
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Order of Ontario
In November of 2023, our Executive Director, Cindy Adams, was awarded
the Order of Ontario, the province’s highest honour. The Order of Ontario
recognizes exceptional leaders from all walks of life whose impact and
lasting legacy have played an important role in building a stronger
province, country, and world. Her appointment to the Order of Ontario is a
tribute to her impact on education and the future of STEM in Canada as
Scientists in School’s founding Executive Director.

CONNECT by receiving
our newsletter

LEARN more about
Scientists in School

SUPPORT our charity
to reach more youth

WATCH our donor
thank you video

https://scientistsinschool.ca/stay-connected/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/stay-connected/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/stay-connected/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/donate/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/donate/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/donate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3OOY559QBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3OOY559QBQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3OOY559QBQ


"I have taken part in the online workshops for the past four years. 
The workshops are well organized and match curriculum outcomes.
Would strongly recommend to other science teachers. Thank You!"

Grade 6 teacher after an Electricity: Close the Circuit! workshop, Radville, SK

"I have used the Scientists in School program for years and have never been
disappointed. The onsite workshops are incredibly hands-on and engaging for
students. Today I did my first online experience and it was wonderful as well.

Both options provide great learning opportunities for students.
Highly recommend!" 

Grade 1 teacher after an online Intriguing Invertebrates workshop, Courtice, ON 
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Scientists in School takes root as a local community initiative in Ajax and Pickering, ON,
with a mission to ignite scientific curiosity in children. 40 classrooms participate,
engaging 1,000 students.

Scientists in School becomes a charity and celebrates 10 years! Word of mouth sparks
expansion into classrooms in Toronto and Guelph, ON, allowing us to reach 210,000
young scientists in nearly 7,800 classrooms.

Scientists in School presenters are now visiting Kindergarten to Grade 8 English 
and French classrooms across much of Southern Ontario. Over 3.6 million students
have participated in 136,500 workshops over our history. First branch outside of
Ontario opens in Lethbridge, AB, with workshops designed to align with the Alberta
STEM curriculum.

After success in Lethbridge, we expand to Calgary. We also bring STEM beyond the
classroom and school day with a program designed for youth-focused community
organizations.

Over the last 30 years, we have engaged 9 million young scientists throughout
Southern Ontario and Alberta in hands-on STEM enrichment! Almost 30% of our 2019
annual total reach of 26,760 workshops was in low-income communities.

The world changes, and we change with it: developing a live, online delivery model
that stays true to our core tenets of richly investigative experiences by shipping
individually-packaged materials ahead to classrooms and community organizations. 
Now we can reach children in any community across Canada.

Our 35th anniversary! We reach our 11 millionth young scientist and deliver
English and French classroom and community workshops across all provinces and
territories. 62% of workshops took place in schools serving low-income communities.

1989:

1999:

2010:

2015:

2019:

2020:

2024-
2025:

Across Our History - Scaling and Deepening Our Impact

35 YEARS
of providing high-quality

STEM workshops for children
and youth across Canada.

Learn More

HISTORY
Read more about our

founding and growth to a
national organization. RESEARCH

Learn how
our research study informs

our next steps.

PRIORITIES
Learn about

our strategic initiatives.
IMPACT
Learn how

Scientists in School has
impacted our Alumni.

OUR MISSION
& VISION

Learn More ROOTED IN
EQUITY &

INCLUSIVITY

https://scientistsinschool.ca/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/our-history/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/our-history/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/our-history/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/our-history/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/research-and-evaluation/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/research-and-evaluation/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/research-and-evaluation/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/research-and-evaluation/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/strategic-priorities/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/strategic-priorities/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/impact/strategic-priorities/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/category/impact-stories/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/category/impact-stories/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/category/impact-stories/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/category/impact-stories/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/
https://scientistsinschool.ca/about/


“Oh my goodness, my class LOVED this workshop!
There were so many engaging, hands-on activities that were presented

very clearly and extremely well set up for my Grade 1 class. The seamless
management, clear communication, engaging STEM content, plus the

connection to my science curriculum made this a fantastic experience.
My class was truly buzzing with STEM excitement!”

Grade 1 teacher after an online Structures, Materials, and More workshop, Vancouver, BC 

Teachers' Post-workshop Feedback
The quality and impact of our programming are reflected in what teachers

tell us year after year.

*24% of teachers whose classes participated in our workshops over the last
two years completed our post-workshop survey 

92%
reported that
our sessions

enhanced students’
awareness of STEM

in everyday life.

95%
reported the

workshops encouraged
students to think

critically.

96%
reported that our workshops

were extremely or very
effective in enhancing their

students’ interest in, and
attitudes towards, STEM.
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Redefining How Children Across Canada Experience STEM

When Scientists in School began 35 years ago, few could have imagined how a grassroots outreach
initiative started by the Canadian Federation of University Women, Ajax-Pickering chapter, would grow
into its own registered charity, driving a national movement in STEM enrichment. At a time when
science was mostly taught from textbooks, we pioneered an approach where students became the
scientists—questioning, experimenting, and discovering the world around them.

Today, that same spirit of curiosity drives everything we do. Our curriculum-aligned, materials-rich
English and French workshops are designed to seamlessly integrate with provincial and territorial
curricula across Canada. We collaborate closely with educators to complement their lessons and
inspire inquiry-based learning; we also measure outcomes for strategies and youth impact. 

Our programming now thrives through two delivery models—online and onsite—and across three
program streams—classroom, community, and Family Science workshops. Whether children are exploring
under the guidance of our workshop presenters in their classroom, making discoveries with peers at a
community centre, or investigating alongside family members at an evening event, every topic has
thoughtfully designed investigations and curated materials, and shows them that science is all around us.

Every session, whether online or onsite, is led live by one of our 150+ diverse, well-trained STEM
presenters who serve as role models for curiosity and inclusion. Together, they delivered nearly 14,000
classroom and community workshops in 600 communities in each of the years of this reporting
period. Annually, they sparked wonder for over 330,000 young scientists from coast to coast to coast.

That reach matters because consistency and access drive impact. Longitudinal research by Western
University following 2,000 students in Grades 6–8 over three school years shows that when students
experience our high-quality workshops repeatedly—and when those workshops are offered free in
communities facing economic or geographic barriers—their interest and confidence in STEM increase
steadily over time. In the study, the effect was strongest for girls: in cohorts with four workshops over
two years and six over three years, a 15% confidence and interest gap between genders was nearly
closed.

Through constant innovation, collaboration, and a deep commitment to excellence and measurement,
Scientists in School continues to redefine how children across Canada experience STEM—one
workshop, one discovery, and one young scientist at a time.



A Nation of Young Scientists: Our Impact, 2024–2025

333,000
children and youth

engaged

174 of 375 (46%)
 publicly-funded school

boards reached

2,500 (18%)
workshops reached rural,
small-town, and remote

communities

13,900
English and

French classroom
and community

workshops
delivered

605
communities

visited

3,600
donor-funded workshops

provided (26% of total
workshops)

2,620
school and
community

partners served

325
workshops serving

primarily Indigenous
communities

62%
of total workshops
benefited schools

serving low-income
communities
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In every corner of Canada, from bustling cities to remote northern communities, children are
discovering the wonder of science with Scientists in School. Our impact over the past two years
reflects more than numbers—it tells a story of exploration, inclusivity, and the lasting power of
hands-on learning to ignite curiosity and inspire future innovators.

"As an Indigenous school, we are deeply grateful for the opportunity to participate in the Amazing Forces! online workshop, made possible through the generosity of donors.
Traditionally, our students learn in a hands-on way, with strong connections to the land and the world around them. This workshop beautifully complemented that learning style

by engaging them through interactive, practical activities. The students were fully captivated by the live interactions and hands-on experiences, which allowed them to connect with
the science in a meaningful and exciting way. Many have been asking when they can participate again. Your support has had a lasting impact on their education, fostering a deeper

love of learning and curiosity. Thank you for making this invaluable experience possible." 
Grade 3/4 teacher after an online Amazing Forces! workshop, Calgary, AB



IMPACT MEASURE PRE-COVID 2024-2025

Provinces & Territories Served 2 provinces -
Ontario & Alberta

10 provinces
& 3 territories

Publicly-funded school boards participating across Canada* 52 of 375 (14%) 174 of 375 (46%)

% of youth from rural, small-town & remote communities 12% 18%

% of total workshops provided free to marginalized
communities by donors 10% 26%

% of total workshops benefiting schools serving 
low-income communities 29% 62%
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Creating Access. Inspiring Belonging. Igniting Potential.

At Scientists in School, we have always believed that every child in Canada deserves access
to high-quality STEM enrichment that nurtures curiosity, critical thinking, and confidence, while
building their appreciation of how science works and the values it teaches. Yet, the documented
reality is that children growing up in marginalized or under-resourced communities face persistent
barriers to educational enrichment and STEM career pathways.

STEM learning is not just about preparing children and youth for future jobs—it’s about equipping
them with the skills to solve complex problems, think critically, and make informed decisions as
citizens. Our mission is to make that learning accessible to everyone, representative of our diverse
population, and welcoming to all contributors. Regardless of what career a child pursues, getting the
opportunity to engage with STEM concepts during their formative years will develop important skills
that they will use for the rest of their lives.

Our continued progress in diversity, equity, and inclusion is something we are not leaving to chance
– we’re doing it with purpose, and we always have. For more than 25 years, we have fundraised to
provide free workshops for children with limited access to enrichment. Today, this work is guided
by evidence-based DEI practices and a deep commitment to continuous improvement.

Every year, we set the bar higher and pledge to do better: expanding opportunities, strengthening
partnerships, and reaching more children in communities that need us most. The table below
highlights our steady growth in inclusivity outcomes since before the COVID-19 pandemic, illustrating
how we’ve rebuilt, scaled nationally, and deepened our reach to youth facing barriers to STEM
engagement.

Measuring Our Progress: Expanding Equity and Access Across Canada in English and French

"Scientists in School is such an amazing organization.
They provided students at our school the opportunity

to experience STEM and relate it to their everyday world.
Having female representation in STEM roles really helps
make visible to our little learners that many possibilities

exist for them outside of school!" 

Grade 3 teacher after an onsite Structures, Materials, and More workshop, Toronto, ON

*In addition to the publicly-funded school boards, we also serve many independent schools including Indigenous, faith-based,
home schools, Montessori and others.



"We truly appreciate the generous donations that make this kind of 
learning possible for our students. Removing the financial barrier in order 
to create access for all is vitally important to their academic experience 

and, on a larger scale, to the fostering of dreams and hopes for the future. 
Who knows what potential may be unlocked in the hearts and minds of our
young learners when they are able to participate in these hands-on science

experiments under the direction of patient, knowledgeable presenters
who are willing to lead the way? Thank you!"

Grade 4 teacher after an online As A Matter Of Fact... workshop, Moncton, NB
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Placing Workshops from Communities, in Communities

Scientists in School's impact is both local and national. This impact is made possible by caring donors,
teachers, principals, school boards, and community partners across Canada who believe every child
deserves access to hands-on science. Since becoming a charity in 1999, we’ve remained committed to
ensuring equitable access to STEM education by working directly with school boards, teachers, and
community focused organizations—from libraries and YMCAs to Big Brothers Big Sisters and beyond.
Together, we identify local needs and strategically place complimentary workshops where they will
have the greatest impact.

Our workshop model is adaptable and flexible, designed to meet each community where they are.
Whether our scientist presenters are visiting a school with limited science equipment and materials, a
remote classroom connecting virtually, or a library offering a community workshop, our online and
onsite programming seamlessly adjusts to local settings, schedules, and participant’s needs, ensuring
that every child can discover science in a meaningful way. 

Our national team of 150+ diverse presenters—scientists, engineers, technologists, and educators—
brings this mission to life. They reflect the communities they serve, speak multiple languages, and share
a wide range of cultural and professional experiences. Their enthusiasm, expertise, and inclusivity help
every child feel seen, capable, and inspired to explore.

Often, schools don’t need free workshops for every classroom; what they do need is our help to bridge
gaps between budgets, between access, and between potential and opportunity. Thanks to donor
generosity, those gaps are closing. Our workshops are funded by people and organizations from
communities across Canada, and placed back into classrooms and community programs where they’re
needed most.

In 2024-2025, 62% of the close to 14,000 workshops we delivered were in schools serving low-income
communities. Donor support helped boost participation among students in schools with average
parental incomes under $75,000 from 44% to 62%. More than 190,000 students in these communities
experienced STEM enrichment opportunities.



“By delivering interactive, inquiry-based workshops as Connected North content
providers, Scientists in School empowers students to see themselves as scientists,
innovators, and problem-solvers. Expanding access to these programs in remote
communities ensures talent is nurtured everywhere, and that all young people

in Canada gain the skills and confidence to thrive in a changing world. Geographic 
isolation, limited resources, and systemic inequities have long reduced access to STEM

opportunities for Indigenous learners in particular. Providing culturally responsive, 
engaging hands-on learning is both a matter of fairness and a step toward reconciliation.

Our partnership directly supports the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
Calls to Action by addressing education gaps and empowerment. Equitable STEM 

education strengthens the social and economic future for communities. By creating
opportunities for Indigenous learners to fully participate in hands-on science 

education experiences with partners like Connected North, 
Scientists in School helps build brighter futures for all.”

Jennifer Corriero, Executive Director, Connected North
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Deepening Outcomes for Youth in Rural and Remote Communities

Over the past two years, Scientists in School has made remarkable strides in reaching rural, remote, and
Indigenous communities—places where access to enrichment opportunities is often limited by geography
and resources.

In 2023–2024, our programming, fundraising, and outreach teams worked hand-in-hand to deliver a record
1,100 complimentary workshops to northern, remote, and Indigenous schools and community organizations,
increasing participation from 10% to 18%, and reaching 60,000 children and youth. Building on that
momentum, 2024–2025 marked another major step forward through our growing partnership with
Connected North, a groundbreaking initiative that uses high-speed video technology to deliver engaging,
interactive learning experiences to students in Canada’s most remote northern communities.

Through Connected North, we were able to extend our reach to Indigenous youth in Nunavut, the
Northwest Territories, and remote northern communities across several provinces, bringing our hands-
on STEM experiences to classrooms that had never before been able to access them. This collaboration
ensures that students, regardless of where they live, can meet real scientists, explore new ideas, and
experience the same high-quality workshops as their peers in larger centres.

Together, these efforts are creating lasting outcomes, bringing to fruition our goal of equitable participation
in Scientists in School for youth from coast to coast to coast and removing barriers to serving rural, remote,
and Indigenous communities. When we developed our online workshop model at the outset of the pandemic,
we could not have imagined a more meaningful outcome.

Bridging the Distance

Our 3 furthest workshops from each other in the 2023-2024 year took place in Whitehorse,
Yukon, Estevan, Saskatchewan, and St. John’s, Newfoundland. A road trip between these

three classrooms would take around 100 hours of driving to complete!



« Les étudiants ont adoré l’expérience pratique. Ils ont chacun reçu
leur kit scientifique préemballé et ont réalisé un mini-laboratoire
sur leur pupitre. Cette expérience aurait pris beaucoup de temps

à préparer pour 27 élèves. Merci de la rendre facile pour 
l’enseignante et si engageante pour les élèves! »

Par un enseignant de 5e année apres « La matière dans tous ses états » l’atelier, Laval, QC

Page 10

More Workshops en Français!

We are proud to help young scientists see their future in STEM in both of Canada’s official
languages. Thanks to the diligent efforts of our programming team, we now offer 14 of our online
topics in French. In the 2023–2024 school year, we delivered 260 workshops across the country,
reaching more than 6,000 children and youth. In 2024-2025, our reach grew by 55% as we
engaged over 9,300 children in 391 workshops. As we build an important foundation for 
growth, our French-speaking presenter team continues to grow, bringing local and linguistic
representation to students in both French-language and French-immersion schools.

An Interview with French Program Coordinator, Valérie Lajeunesse, B.Sc, B.Ed

Valérie spent the 2023-2024 and 2024-2025 school years as both a presenter and our French
Program Coordinator. We spoke to her about what fuels her passion for our French-language
programming.

What’s your favourite workshop to present?

“In Strong Structures, we talk about materials, and we look at how to make shapes that make
objects stronger. Then, the kids get to build. The kids get so excited when their structures can hold
more and more. It’s amazing, I love how the excitement builds in the classroom and how the
workshop has been designed to build up the concepts alongside it.”

We reach French-speaking and French-immersion children and youth with our French-
language programming. Why is that important?

“These children, especially in French immersion, they are speaking it and also learning it.
So, exposing them to French from outside of their school –
like a French scientist – expands their world. It becomes 
both science literacy and language literacy, together.”

If you were to pick just one facet of our workshops
you think is the most important, what would it be?

“It’s so important for us to offer all kids across the country 
the opportunity to investigate. I think while investigating 
they are learning how to know if information is reliable, 
how to ask questions, how to reproduce results – 
these are the ideas behind the scientific process 
that are important skills to use in the world, 
and we are helping to teach it.”



Kathryn Knowles
An Apiary Research Assistant
at the Honey Bee Research
Centre at the University of

Guelph, expertly unlocked the
mysteries of the complex social

systems of bees.

Mary Ann Ferrer
Food Scientist and

Lecturer at the
University of Guelph,
leads us through the
fascinating world of

cheese making.

Kumudu Jinadasa
Project Engineer and Mission Manager 

at the Canada Space Agency (CSA), 
joined us in conversation about moon

exploration, space careers, and
the incredible impact of women

and girls in engineering.

Cara Clairman
President and CEO of Plug’n Drive, 

a non-profit committed to accelerating
the adoption of electric vehicles.

With over 25 years of environmental
expertise, Cara is steering us

towards sustainability.

Learn more about Kathryn
and her work here

Learn more about Mary Ann
and her work here

Learn more about Kumudu
and her work here

Learn more about Cara
and her work here
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Spotlight on Women in STEM

Diversity and inclusion also mean visibility and we are helping children see themselves reflected in the world of science. At Scientists in School, we’re proud that approximately 75% of our 150 workshop presenters
identify as women, bringing a rich diversity of expertise, backgrounds, and lived experiences into classrooms and community spaces across Canada. These scientists, engineers, technologists, and educators

not only lead our workshops, they serve as powerful role models who show youth that science is for everyone. 

In addition, our Women in STEM Spotlight Series shines a light on accomplished women who are breaking barriers, shaping science, and inspiring the next generation.
These women exemplify the limitless possibilities in STEM and remind every child—especially girls—that they, too, can be innovators, problem solvers, and leaders in science.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI8Fv9MwQWw&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iI8Fv9MwQWw&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mrz4HmnwqMQ&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mrz4HmnwqMQ&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5GAsz2DHAk&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=6&t=41s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5GAsz2DHAk&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=6&t=41s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSeh6miIjGI&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSeh6miIjGI&list=PLIVIbOLTa6vxW56t4PtT0KSjGw3wY5_b5&index=8
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Looking Ahead: Guided by Our Values, Driven by Our Vision

As we look ahead, Scientists in School is charting an exciting new chapter, one rooted in the values 
that have guided us for 35 years and inspired by the possibilities that lie ahead. We are refreshing
our Strategic Plan to ensure that our next five years reflect the same curiosity, inclusivity, and
collaboration that define who we are.

Our vision remains clear: to ensure every child in Canada has the opportunity to experience the 
joy of scientific curiosity and discovery through richly investigative STEM workshops where they
become scientists and engineers in school and beyond. We'll strive for this goal while deepening
and broadening our impact, and strengthening our partnerships.

Our Guiding Values
Our values are more than words on a page, they are the principles that shape every workshop,
partnership, and decision we make. They serve as both a compass and a promise to the
children and youth we serve, the educators we support, and the communities we partner with.

1. Inspiring Impact
   We exist to make a difference for young scientists and their teachers. Every workshop—whether
   in a classroom, community, or family setting—is designed to spark curiosity, confidence, and
   scientific literacy that lasts a lifetime.

2. People First
   We care deeply about the experience of every student, teacher, and partner we work with, as 
   well as our staff and workshop presenters. Our customer-first mindset ensures that every
   interaction fosters trust, learning, and joy.

3. Bold and Entrepreneurial
   Challenges spark our creativity. We approach change with optimism and resourcefulness, turning
   obstacles into opportunities that move our mission, vision, and strategic outcomes forward.

4. Passion and Integrity
   We bring our whole hearts to our work. Guided by fairness, honesty, and respect, we hold
   ourselves to the highest professional and ethical standards—innovating sustainably, responsibly,
   and impactfully.

5. Diversity and Belonging
   We believe Canada’s strength lies in its diversity. Our programs are built to be inclusive and
   accessible, reaching children of every background, language, and geography so that all feel, and
   are, represented in STEM.

6. Collaboration and Partnership
   We achieve more together. Our culture of teamwork, openness, and shared purpose extends
   beyond our organization—fueling lasting partnerships that multiply our impact nationwide.

Our Strategic Path Forward
Our 2025–2030 Strategic Plan builds on a legacy of innovation and impact while responding to the
evolving needs of Canada’s youth and educators. Over the next five years, Scientists in School will:

Advance equitable participation by prioritizing underserved and marginalized communities.
Foster multi-year participation across the formative Kindergarten through Grade 8 years—
maximizing the long-term benefits confirmed by our independent longitudinal research with
Western University, which found that repeat participation in workshops significantly increases STEM
confidence and interest, especially among girls.
Scale nationally through our dual online and onsite delivery models—bringing our interactive,
curriculum-aligned workshops to every province and territory.
Drive continuous innovation across workshop development, professional learning, and program
quality to ensure lasting alignment with provincial and territorial curricula and community needs.
Strengthen collaborations that multiply impact, working with school boards, schools, funders, and
community partners who share our commitment to empowering the next generation of scientists
and innovators.

Why It Matters
The need has never been greater. Foundational attitudes toward STEM form in elementary school, yet
too many classrooms lack the resources, materials, and expertise for engaging, inquiry-based learning.
Without early, positive experiences, children—particularly girls, Indigenous youth, and those in low-
income, rural, or remote communities—are less likely to see themselves in STEM.

Scientists in School is bridging that gap. Guided by our values and driven by our vision, we’re
empowering every child to explore, question, and imagine a future where they can thrive as scientists,
innovators, and changemakers.



Assets 2025 2024

Cash and Short Term Investments $951,615 $1,059,570

Accounts Receivable 133,518 72,614

GST/HST Rebate Receivable 70,270 74,879

Prepaid Expenses 62,955 34,762

Workshop Supplies 138,692 135,855

Capital Assets 48,131 87,409

TOTAL $1,405,181 $1,465,089

Liabilities 2025 2024
Accounts Payable and

Accrued Charges $109,259 $174,242

Deferred Revenue 531,302 732,989

Deferred Donations 7,592 6,844

$648,153 $914,075

Net Assets 2025 2024

Investment in Capital Assets $29,885 $57,092

Internally Restricted Reserve
for Contingencies 562,035 398,780

Internally Restricted Reserve
for Strategic Investments 165,108 95,142

$757,028 $551,014

Total Liabilities and 
Net Assets

$1,405,181 $1,465,089

Revenue 2025 2024

Workshop Program Fees $2,453,565 $2,565,053

Donations 1,149,467 1,009,151

Government Grants 662,755 587,408

Other Income 19,674 18,368

Interest Income 10,326 9,880

 TOTAL REVENUE $4,295,787 $4,189,860

Expenditures 2025 2024
Direct Classroom and Community

Workshop Delivery Costs $1,445,100 $1,506,351

Program Development, Growth,
Innovation, Presenter Training,

Quality Assurance, and Outreach
1,907,316 1,872,662

Operations, Rent, Administration
and Fundraising 737,357 648,429

TOTAL EXPENSES $4,089,773 $4,027,442

Net Revenue over Expenses $206,014 $162,418
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Summarized Financial Statements

All financial data presented, which is comprised of the
Summarized Balance Sheet as at August 31, 2025, and the
Summarized Statement of Earnings for the year ended August
31, 2025, has been audited by Dawn Flett and Associates.

Summarized Balance Sheet
As at August 31, 2025

Summarized Statement of Earnings
For the Year ending August 31, 2025

Click here for a copy of our
2023-2024 Audited Financial Statements

Click here for a copy of our
2024-2025 Audited Financial Statements

Workshop Program
Fees: 59.3%

Donations: 24.4%

Government Grants: 15.6%

Interest and Other
Income: 0.7%

Revenue
(3-year average)

Expenditures
(3-year average)

Direct Classroom and
Community Workshop
Delivery Costs: 35.5%

Program Development,
Growth, Innovation,
Presenter Training,
Quality Assurance,
and Outreach: 47.2%

Operations, Rent,
Administration and
Fundraising: 17.3%

https://scientistsinschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/Scientists-in-School-FY24-Audited-Financial-Statements.pdf
https://scientistsinschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/Scientists-in-School-FY24-Audited-Financial-Statements.pdf
https://scientistsinschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/Scientists-in-School-FY25-Audited-Financial-Statements.pdf
https://scientistsinschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/Scientists-in-School-FY25-Audited-Financial-Statements.pdf


*
*

*

Catalyst

Innovation

*
*

*

* * *

* * * *

Imagination

* *

*

Discovery
Access Communications Children’s Fund | Alectra Utilities* | Apotex | AWS InCommunities Calgary Fund* |
Bartek Ingredients Inc. | Bell Canada | Brant Community Foundation* | Burns Memorial Fund | Centre
Wellington Community Foundation - Jack R. MacDonald Community Fund | City of Brantford | Columbia
Valley Community Foundation | Edith H. Turner Foundation, Hamilton Community Foundation* | Electrical
Safety Authority | Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario | Elexicon Energy* | ENWIN Utilities | 
F. K. Morrow Foundation | Farm Credit Canada | Finning Canada | General Motors Canada* | Gerdau Whitby
Mill* | Healthy Horizons Foundation | Heartland Generation | Hunter Family Foundation* | Huronia
Community Foundation* - Heart of Georgian Bay Community Forward Fund, LabX Charity Fund, Lynda
Zuidema Endowment Fund, and Tom & Lucille Gay Memorial Endowment Fund | Innisfil Community
Foundation* | J. & W. Murphy Foundation | J. P. Bickell Foundation | Kiwanis Club of Ottawa Foundation* |
Nissan Canada Foundation* | Northwestern Alberta Foundation* - Mac & Chris Henderson Family Fund,
Ainsworth Legacy Community Fund, and Mighty Peace Youth Fund | Oshawa Community Grants* | Ottawa
Community Foundation* - Dwight & Karen Brown Family Fund and Elliott Family Fund | Mississauga
Foundation* - Pendle Fund and Smart & Caring Children’s Fund | S. M. Blair Family Foundation* | Saint John’s
Legacy Foundation* | Stratford Perth Community Foundation - Paul & Anne Lake Fund | Superior Glove
Works Ltd.* | Syngenta Canada Inc.* | TC Energy* | Teck Resources Limited | TELUS and TELUS Friendly
Future Foundation* | The Arthur & Audrey Cutten Foundation* | The McLean Foundation* | Thomas Sill
Foundation | Toronto Port Authority* | Town of Ajax Partnership Fund* | Town of Whitby, Mayor’s Community
Development Fund* | Vesta Energy* | Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund* – Edson and Kenora | Yuill Family
Foundation | Winnipeg Foundation - Community Fund and The Margaret & August Horn Fund

Exploration
100 Men Who Care – Uxbridge | Alberta Society of Professional Biologists | Bluedrop ISM | Brampton &
Caledon Community Foundation* | Brockville Community Foundation | Cajole Inn Foundation* | Cameco
Ontario | Canadian Federation of University Women Owen Sound & Area* | Canadian Federation of
University Women St. John’s* | Canadian Progress Club Durham South* | Carleton North Community
Foundation* | City of Brandon | City of Hamilton – City Enrichment Fund | Community Foundation for Lennox
& Addington* | Community Foundation of Orillia & Area | Deep River & District Community Foundation* –
Milton Family Fund and Tucker Tennant Endowment Fund | Durham Community Foundation* | Ecclesiastical
Insurance – Movement for Good* | Epson Canada Inc. | Ferring Pharmaceuticals | GrandBridge Energy |
Guelph Community Foundation | Jackman Foundation* | Kawartha Credit Union* | Kerina & David Elliot
Family Fund – Community Foundation Grey Bruce* | Leanne Children’s Foundation | Magna International |
Municipality of Clarington* | Municipality of North Grenville | OTIP | PUC Services Inc. | RBC Digital OMNI
Team* | Red Deer & District Community Foundation* | Robert Half | Rotary Club of Bolton* | Rotary Club of
Bowmanville* | Rotary Club of Brampton* | Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar | Rotary Club of Oshawa |
Sisters of Charity Halifax | Sun Family Fund* | The Hamber Foundation | The Joan & Regis Duffy Foundation
| The Township of Tiny* | Town of Orangeville | Tribute Communities | Unifor Social Justice Fund | Waterloo
Region Community Foundation – The Woolwich Community Fund

Curiosity
Etobicoke Horticultural Society* | London Community Foundation - Acorn Fund for Youth - In Honour of
Terry Campbell* | Roche Diagnostics Canada* | RTOERO - District 28, Region of Durham*

We are also thankful to Macdonald & Company LLP, McMillan LLP, MLT Aikins LLP, Stewart McKelvey and
Taylor McCaffrey LLP for providing in-kind support to Scientists in School.

*A special thank you to our multi-year partners.
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Our Supporters
At Scientists in School, we are surrounded by stakeholders who share our mission, vision, and values.

Our community is a strong and multi-faceted place where we’ve fostered mutually beneficial relationships built on a shared
vision for the future. We thank all our supporters for everything you do to provide young learners in Canada the opportunity

to develop their interest, skills, confidence, and motivation to engage in STEM!
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Thank you to our 2023-2025 individual donors. Together, we are investing in tomorrow’s leaders and innovators.
Pamela Ablett
Cindy Adams
Jeff Adams
Jennifer Adams
Deborah Adene
Daniel Adirim
Jeremy Adirim
Lynn Adirim
Mikhel Adirim Kashin
Emmanuel Aiyere
Jack Allen
Alice Ancel
Goffredo Andreone
Quinton Andreone
Alex Angevaare
Nina Aquino
Jennifer Armstrong
Narayan Arumugam
Niroshan Arumugam
Sakthimugan Arumugam
Drew Attridge
Christopher Avery
Gili B
Sharon Baker
Shelli Baltman
Wayne Barco
Adriano Basso
Josephine Basso
Charlotte Bates
Mahrez Ben Belfadhel
Ricardo Belmar
Justin Bender
Sara Benhamron Viedma
Djalma Wilson Berti Franco
Francois Bessay
Maddy Blazer
Ryan Blekely
William Bobey
Sonal Bordia
Michelle Boue
Claude Branscome
Judith Breau
Susan Brissette
Michael Bryan
Donald Brynildsen
Adam Burke
Nicolle Butcher
Jody Bruulsema
Donna Bueckert
Sophia Busillo

Kat Osen
Federico Pacheco Valverde
Christina Paletta
Kelly Patton
Michelle Pearce
Geoffrey Peart
Lori Pett
Dana Pinzaru
Jessica Potes
Steven Price
Chris Pryde
Peter Puhl
Miranda Pyette
Andrzej & Lucy Radziszewski
Prishaa Rajalathan
Nirupa Rajalathan
Gautham Rajendra
Rajesh Ramankutty
Jackie Rechtsman
Tony Redpath
Bernardo Reyes Ballesteros
Betty Rhiger
Lou Riccoboni
Ralf Riekers
Trudy Rising
Daniel Roberts
Karen Roberts
Catherine & Michael Robinson
Mila Rogaeva
Caroline Ross
Susan Ross
Alexandra Rotman
Brendan Roy
Eddie Saab
Paulami Saha
Myrna Salleh
Pamela Salzer
Irving Noel Sanchez Reynoso
Sushma Sarda
Laura Scaife
Erik Schrader
Amy Schindler
Rebecca Schwar
Josie Schwarzli
George Sebastian
Manjula Selvarajah
Krupa Shah
Jonathan Shao
Joshua Shea
Bernie Sheehan

We are also thankful
to individuals from the
following organizations
who made donations to
Scientists in School. 
AstraZeneca Canada Inc.
Connected North
Dillon Consulting Limited
Exadel Inc.
Informa Connect
Joanne Dolan Design
Maverix Private Equity
Sensible Financial Planning 
Spirit H2 Enterprises Inc.

Legend:  Board/Former Board  |  Individual Donors  |  Presenter/Former Presenter  |  Staff/Former Staff

Ann Vuong
Abe Wagner
James Walker
Rhonda Walker
Neil Warwicker
Robin and Andrew Wayne
Susan Weedon
Robert Weese
Karen Wesener
Erin Westman
Danielle Wharram
Phillip White
Jeremy Whitlock
Clinton Will
Lisa Williams
Jeremy Wilson
Trevor Winter
Joanna Wlodek
Stacie Wold
Sarah Wood
Natasha Woodward
Harry Worsley
Michael Wosnick
Elsie Wright
Shaheen Yazdani
Faith Yedikardes
Katherine Yeung
Judy Yong
Linda Young
Mary Young
Tom Yuyitung
Ann-Marie Zammit
Mike Zavershnik
Bill Zerter
Wei Zhou
Mark Zuberbuhler

Kulbinder Saran Caldwell
Rick Callaghan
Marguerite Campbell
Peter Carson
Mark & Sherry Cartwright
William Casavan
Sarah Charuk
Nelson Cheng
Janet Chessell
Karin Cho
Lisa Choi
Elaina Chu
Cara Clairman
Paula Clairman
Jane Clemo
John and Judy Collins
Nicole Conley
Geraldine Connelly
Merina Connon
Melanie Conway
Shelley Cornforth
Aaron Currie
Jolene Czarnecki
Laura Czempoyesh
Melissa Da Silva
Rosalie Daffern
Laura Dauphine
Anthony DeBoer
Kim & Greg Deighton
Lisa DeMarco
Houtsin Diep
Charlene Dixon
Nghiem Doan
Jason Donev
Alyson and Karl Driedger
Cindy Dunn
Monica Dyer
Susan Edgington
Bassel Elkhateeb
Benjamin Ellert
Kerina and David Elliott
Tristan Erion-Lorico
Josephina Erzetic
Colin Esaias
Lauren Ettin
Paul Fahey
Anarka Fairchild
Theodore Faison
Salar Faiz
Thomas Falgout

Nicholas Favero
Karen and Grant Fawns
Spencer Fee
Faith Feldman Stoppe
Mary Fiorenza
Debi Foster
Beverley Freedman
Kristin Friend
Ann Frizzell
Lisa Frizzell
Lori Frizzell
Noelle Fulford
Kevin Gates
Melody Gaukel
Rotem Gilead
Darren Gilroy
Harpreet Girn
Diane Gladwell
Mark Goettel
Kathy Gomes
Andrea Gonzales
Sara Goodchild
Tobi Greenberg
Jane Groenenboom
Adrian Gunaratne
Kath Hammond
Cynthia Hanna
Nina Harding
Travis Hargett
Lon Harnish
Marie Harrigan
Constance Hatch
Laney Haverkamp
Joel Hebert
Christine Helsdon Tekker
Jesus Hernandez
Chuck Heroux
Sarah Hirschhorn
Andy Hoffer
Dana Holden
Jacquie Hoornweg
Pieter Tjerk Horsman
Ron Houston
Michael Hrybyk
Sabina Humphreys
Erdem Huner
Racquel Immanuel
Gail James
Chetan Jawanda
Dylan Jesin

Sandra Jin
Meredith Johnson
Katherine Jumper
Prabhat Juneja
Vandana Juneja
Nancy Kallina
Sandra Kallio
Dominik Kawnik
Melinda Kecskes
Jo Ann Kendricken
Bao-Tran Kha
Arvind Khilnani
Vivek Khindria
Jaclyn and Daniel
Kideckel
Mike Kilty
Kate Kim
Tina Kim
Lawrence Kirby
Melanie and Ron Kitchen
Alan Kleinert
Kara Kolden
Weiwei Kong
Katrina Korotky
J. Fred Kuntz
Frank Kyei-Manu
Denise Lacombe
Astrid Landeau
Charles Guy Latva
Eleanor Laugier
Kelsey Law-Machin
Gail Lawlor
Paul Lawrence
Gillian Le Fevre
Sung Lee
Monika Lenkiewicz
Eric Leonard
Sean Lett
Ron Leuschner
Mary Lewis
Ruo Ping Li
Steven Lindsay
Marek Lipczak
Juan Llovet de
Casso
Lorena Loeffelholz
Clara Lofaro
Cherie Lue
Cary Luner
Stephen Macdonald

Mary Ellen MacLeod
Mary Madrigall
Paulina Marcinkowski
Glenn Marquardt
Alison Marsh
Anne Martin
Janet Martin
Damien Martins Gomes
Darren Massel
Deb Mawdsley
Darren Maynard
Jill McDavid
Jean McKearney
William McKee
Sandra McKenzie
Marilyn McGrath
Nancy McPherson
Clayton McLeod
Rachel Megitt
Jackie Meharg
Ana Patricia Mejia
Ricardo Mejia
Mary Anne Mills
John Milne
Judy Minton
Paul Minton
Jolly Mishra
Quincy Mittertreiner
Hannah Mohammadi
Gloribel Mondragon
M Morell
Nancy Morrow
David Munro
Hannah Murad
Derrick Murray
Sanju Nair
Marc Nantel
Sandra Neal
Dorothy Nemeth
Rina Nichols
Nina Nielsen
Erica Nielsen Killins
Kouadio N'Guessan
Julie Ngo
Melissa Novosad
Veronica Nunez
Lori O'Hara-Hoke
Stephanie Oliver
Stuart Olson
Mareva Orozco

Laleh St Pierre
Gary Starr
John Starzynski
Lauren Sterling
Janelle Stewart
Mary Stewart
Marilyn Stitt
Andrea Stojanovski
Fiona Stott
Stephen Strauss
Thomas Szederkenyi
Kam Gee Tam
Lianne Tang
Agatha Taylor
Stanley Taylor
Tracy Tennant
Dale Thorington
Nicole and Mark Titleman
Manika Tiwari
Regina Tolbert
Aaron Tom
Alanna Tom
Alison Tom
David Tom
Jim Tom
Ardith Toogood
Trinh Tran
Laura Tripp
Mike Troicuk
John Truffault
Jennifer Tsai
John Turk
Chris Vasquez
Linda Vaughan
Salvatore Vella
Anna Vesia

David Shimoda
Victoria and Ken Shonk
Annie Shore
Stephanie Sienko
Thea Silver
Patricia Singer
Ajanthan Sivagurunathan
Ravi Sivapalan
Daniel Smedley
Wayne Smith
Todd Snooks
Bernice Soles
Fernando Sosa
Jennifer Sperry
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Board of
Directors

Thank you
to the Board

for their guidance,
innovative ideas,

and support. Jim S.C. Tom (Chair)
Strategic Technology

Consultant

Sharon Baker (Vice Chair)
Retired CEO

wellSpring consulting

Lisa Frizzell (Vice Chair)
Vice President,

Communications, NWMO

Salvatore Vella (Treasurer)
Retired Vice President T&O

Strategy and Innovation

Dan Adirim
Assistant Vice President,

IT Automotive at Canadian Tire

Niroshan Arumugam
Head, Oncology Business

Excellence, AstraZeneca Canada

Marguerite Campbell
Manager, Education

Programs Laurier University

Melissa Chee
Tech CEO

and Entrepreneur

Cara Clairman
President and CEO,

Plug’n Drive

Shelley Cornforth
Co-Founder and Partner,

5D Digital

Prabhat Juneja
Financial Services
Industry Executive

Astrid Landeau
Manager, Strategy

and Financial Analysis

Monika Lenkiewicz
Annual Giving Manager, Canadian
Institute for Advanced Research

Myrna Salleh
Director, Client Engagement

and Service Delivery

Manjula Selvarajah
Journalist, Techmology Columnist

and Guest Host, CBC Radio

Shaheen Yazdani
Co-Founder and Managing

Partner, Intercep

Bill Zerter
Fractional CFO,
The CFO Centre
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Scientists in School 
is a registered Canadian charity

(B.N.: 867139537RR0001) that
proudly serves all of Canada!

Biennial Report 2023-2025
CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF YOUTH IMPACT

AND 11 MILLION YOUNG SCIENTISTS
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Shakespeare Souris Shannonville Shanty
Bay Sharon Shaunavon Shelburne Simcoe
Sioux Lookout Smithers Smiths Falls Smoky
Lake South Pinette                  Southampton
Sparwood Spencervil le                Springdale
St. Albert Sprague                     St. Andrews
West St. Bride’s                     St. Catharines
St. George St. John’s                  St. Martins
St. Paul St. Stephen               St. Thomas St.
Alban’s St. Jacobs                   St. Lawrence
St. Mary’s Stevensville                  Stratford
Stittsvil le Stoney Creek              Stony Plain
Stouffvil le Stoughton
St-Pierre-Jolys                          Strathmore
Stratton Sudbury                              Sussex
Summerside 
Sunderland
Sutton West 
Sylvan Lake Taber 
Tara 
Teeswater 

National Office:
975 Dillingham Road, Pickering,

Ontario L1W 1Z7 
905-837-9626/1-866-678-3434

inquiries@scientistsinschool.ca

https://scientistsinschool.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwTGx4zIr3kcCoTQ7VTMvoA
https://www.threads.com/@sci_in_school
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/scientistsinschool
https://www.instagram.com/sci_in_school/
https://www.facebook.com/ScientistsinSchool/

